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AUSTRALIAN WAR CRIMFS 


WILLIAM WATT _LEGGATT, Sworn end examined 


Tem VX, 44907, Liont.-Col, Willian Watt Legcatt, 
C.0, 2/40th, My private address is Mornington, Victoria, 


I was taken prisoner at TIMOR on 23rd February, 1942, 
Before I was captured we recaptured a village called 
Babnoe, which haé been taken by the Japanese, While we 
were in possession of the villace I saw three men of 
my battalion who had been tied each to ench by string 
around tucir vrists, Their throats had been cut and 
there was evidence that they had also been shot. 

I was confined in Ocseoa Besar, 


Accommodation 


Medical and 
Hvciene 


Latringss 


Work 


Munitions 


No covering of any sort was vrovided at first, excert 
a few native hyts for the sick in a senarate nedicel 
area, We built our own camp, in the menner of native huts, 


The only food at first was rice. No cooking utensils were 
provided and food was cooked in mess tins. Later we 
obtained some of our om litchen ~tensils. 


The only water available yor any purpose at all, was from 
& swamp in the srea, 


Later on, about a month, we were placed on our own half- 
ration scale from our own rations which had been recovered 
from our base depot. 


Jo druss supplied at all, at firet; but we had cufficient 
of our own drugs to carry on. 


No latrinss were provided. We ad to diz our own immediately 
and verry few tools were »vrovided for the purpose, 


F.O.W's, wero employed unloading ships, mainly food. 


At ore time we were asked to unload Munitions. I objected 
and that was etopped, 


The general treatment by the Jancnese of the P.0.W.'s was good 

and I saw only one incident of a man being struck, for 

stealine, The punishment administered to him was not very 

severe, / | 


Canteen 
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Canteen frere was no canteen but we were able to buy some food 
2S ies from the natives 


{ 

EXECUTION OF V.X. 3597, RIVATS TERRY, E.F., 2/40th BATT, 
+ covy of a lettcr written by me on 1461 June, 1942 
to the vapanese Comaandant cf the cary ot OSSAPA BASAR 
is attached hereto end marked with a letter "A", 


The reply of Corooral Sokalurs, for Lieut. M, Harada 
(the Camp Commandant) dated 16th J June, Tee is attached 
hereto and marked with the letter 3", 


A copy of letter dated 16th dime, 1°42 from me to the 
Camp Commandant is attached hereto end marked with the 
letter "co", 


I have no personal lmovwledge as to who 
4 


stually executed 
Private Terry but I have been informe r 


a 
db some of my men 


ed 
that he was executed by a Japanese Sergeint, Soranento, 


‘In July, 1942 I was taken to the Cycle Cam in 3atavia, 
OMMODATION: Reasonable, but very overcrowded, 
Inadequate 


Medical suvplies were short but we were able to 
purchase some outsids. Hygiene wes fair. 


Clearing up the town, Officers did not work except 
in charge of »verties, 


We were forced to salute all ranks, 


The cuards vsed to come throuch the caims several times 
& day beatine vp prisoners of war who did not stand 
strictly to atteution, 


I wont to Changi on 12th September, 1942 and remained 
there until the end of hostilitics, 
This is the second and last sheet of the evidence of Lieut.Col. 
Willien Watt Leecatt C.0. 2/40th Batt., taken and sworn before 
me at Melbourne in the State of Victoria this 24th day of 
January, 1946, 


fof. .W..Watt.Lecgatt....... [the sGBBlIN, tistics 
DEPONSET MEMBER 
Australian Board of Inquiry 
into War Crimes, 


GIB/CR/1c LIZUT.COL, W.W, LEGGAT?T 
24/1/46 
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DOCUMEY? NO, 5579 OESAPA BESAR 
BES 14 Jun 42, 
The Gomnandant 
Aus tralian Camp 
OZSAPA BHSAR, 


Ref _ AMIFGED DEAUH OF Py TERRY 2,3, 


eS ae ao ans 


ormation was rec-ived yesterday from a driver in KOEPANG 
8597 Pte TERRY B ¥ who was driving a truck at SOX, was 
i Icilled a few deys azo, 


2. Please advise if this oscurred and if so vhat were the 
circumstanccs connected with his death. 


Fa es OSS Lt Col. 
We, Legzatt 


Sen nen a See einai nants etlirmmgtieainraets ceinieubiewmiit-itnisiicssdine es 


Japenese HQ, Oesapea Besar, 
16th June 1942, 
The Commander, 
Australian Can, 


The followins messace hat been received fron our HQ at Koepang! ~ 


l. Driver Terry was killed under the following circumstances: 
Some days ago he wag driving a lorvy which broke down, He 
left the lorry by the roadside and went back to the barracks 
for his meals, One of our N.C,0's noticed him and told hin 
he shovld have brovsht the truck back to the garage bvefore 
lunch and ordered him to ¢o out and get it. The ¥.C.0, again 
noticed him and repeated his order but he did not obey and 
struck the N.C.0. ard ran awey., The carrison in SOX commenced 
® search and found him anc acting on instrvctions from HQ. in 
SOS he was killed, 


In Yasenese forces when & porson strikes an officer or N.C.0, of 
hisher rank the pouelty is alwars death. This is the first time 
that « prisoner of war >ug committed an act of violence and we 
hope that it will not occur again. 


We €o not wish to show any lac of courtesy to a prisoner of 
war but it is the Gut; of a prisoner of war to conduct himself 
in & proper manuer, 
(Sea) Sakekura Cpl 
for M, Harada, Lieut, 


——— 
—_—— + 
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s/ @ Phil, 
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non 
ESAPA BESAR 
16 Jun 42 


The Commandant 
Australian Camp 
OESAPA BESAR 
KILLING oF Ete TERRY 


Referonce your momo of 16 Jun 42 it seems Lerdly credible 
that the summary shooting of Pte TERRY is contravention 
of even the cus toms of civili zed wasters apart from the 
rules of the GENEVA COMVE!ZION should be countenanced by 
the Japanese authorities. 


Tris Force surrendered on the condition that they would 


be properly treated, according to the rules of Prisoners 
of War, 


Apart from the unjustified severity of the penalty shovld 
be carried out without a proper trial. 


Please supply details of the evidence of eny witnesses of 
the occurrence, 


in view.of the fact thet the crivers are liable to be 
sudjected to such summary treatinent it is reauested that they 
be returned to the P 0 We Camo. 


(Sed) _W Watt Lesratt Lt Col 


TS ee a ~aeseebe Sg-suanes cease mr a ee 


APPENDIX 2, LT. COL. W.Y, LEGGATT 
24/1/46 


/s/ GPhilp J, 
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